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Piddington Museum Education Visit Booking Form (02/19)

The School

Name of school: ________________________________________________________________
Address & telephone number: _____________________________________________________
____________________________________  E-mail address_____________________________
Teacher to contact: _________________________________Mobile phone .________________
Date(s) of visit(s) and times of arrival/departure  _____________________________________
The Children

Year group(s) attending and number of children: _____________________________________
Number of adults, including TAs and parents ________________________________________
Please detail any children who have special educational needs, medical conditions* or disabilities, so that provision can be made for them: -_______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Essential for the food activity as the children may be sampling foods , or come into contact with foods, that contain nuts, eggs, wheat, etc.
The Visit 
Cost per child is £6.50 per day, which covers all the materials used. An invoice will be sent to the school, following the visit (absent children will not be charged for). (There is no charge for accompanying adults or for pre-visits by staff).
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Please tick the units you would like to undertake on your visit; each unit lasts 30-50 minutes (depending on available time and individual group needs).  For more details on the units, to discuss a specific interest or to arrange a teacher’s visit in advance, please contact the Education Co-ordinator.

Roman Archaeology (digging on site*)                        Roman Dress                                                 
Roman Writing                                                              Roman Buildings & Mosaics
Roman Food & Cooking (April-October)

 Roman Children

Life in a Roman Villa (incl. Animals activity)
             Roman Medicine 

Roman Money

 

                         The Roman Army


*Digging is available only in the spring and summer terms and in September / first half of October and is always dependent on the weather on the day.  If the weather is unsuitable, indoor units are offered.

· Do you wish the children to have access to the Museum shop during their visit?  
· Would you like us to prepare ‘goody’ bags in advance (content and value of your choice)? 
Please return this form to the Education Co-ordinator: 

Liz Friendship-Taylor, 86 Main Road, Hackleton, Northampton, NN7 2AD

Tel: 01604 870312  
Mobile: 07752 429911 
E-mail: dianaf-t@hotmail.com  

PIDDINGTON ROMAN VILLA MUSEUM

EDUCATION SERVICE

Further information about your visit and what we can offer schools

· Digging on the Roman Villa site at Piddington is a very popular activity with our schools.  The children dig on a ‘real’ part of the site, which hasn’t been dug before – and which hasn’t been salted with finds! Children will often find pieces of pottery, roof tile and bone and, very occasionally, a coin or a brooch, or other metal object. They also have the opportunity to wash some finds and have what they have found explained to them. Due to weather conditions, this activity is available only in the spring and summer terms and in September / first half of October.  It is, of course, always subject to conditions on the day at any time! Wellingtons or stout shoes are advisable and a change of shoes to wear indoors.  In very dry weather, trainers are suitable to wear on site. Flip-flops and ‘ballet’-type shoes are not suitable.  Even in dry weather, the children’s clothes can become splashed with muddy water when pot-washing, so please emphasise the need to wear clothes that will wash easily / not be spoiled. If digging is ‘rained off’, some further indoor activities will be substituted.
· The Activities have principally been devised for Years 3 & 4, studying ‘The Romans’ at Keystage 2.  However, a number of the activities can be adapted to other age groups, so please enquire if you would like to bring older or younger children. We can also devise activity sessions for non-school based groups, e.g. home-educated children, Brownies, etc. We have experience of groups of special needs children.
The Activities are devised to be very ‘hands-on’, each child making at least one thing to take home with them, or, in the case of cooking, making something to eat! 

· We encourage the children to wear Tunics, while doing activities at the Museum, which we provide.  We also convert their names to Roman equivalents, to add to the Roman flavour of the day!

· As a guide, a typical class of 30 would be divided into 2 main groups of 15, one group spending the morning at the site.  The other group would be divided into 3 groups of 5, for 3 different activities, changing over during the morning.  Each child would experience 2 out of 3 indoor activities, depending on time available.  After lunch, the groups change over between the Museum and the site.

· We have prepared Risk Assessments for activities, which you may wish to use in preparing your own.  We welcome visits by teachers, wishing to discuss a prospective visit, within or outside school hours.  Please telephone Liz (contact details below) to arrange a time, as the Museum is not manned full time.
· Parking.  Coaches and minibuses may set down and park in the cul-de-sac beside Piddington Parish Church. A member of the Museum staff will meet the coach here on your arrival. It may be possible to park a minibus outside the Museum.  Chapel End, in which the Museum is situated, has a very constricted bend and very limited parking.  On no account should coaches attempt to drive into Chapel End! We also don’t recommend that children are set down / picked up at the entrance to Chapel End, due to a blind bend.
· Lunchtime arrangements.  If fine and dry, you may wish to take the children to Longland Meadow, a ‘Pocket Park’, less than 5 minutes walk from the museum.  It is a managed meadow, with minimal seating, so something to sit on is advisable - we can provide some mats. It’s a wonderful space for children to run about in.  If wet, the Hackleton Village Hall Annexe or Baptist Church Rooms in Hackleton are available to us, where the children can sit in the warm and dry.  There are toilets at both.  These venues are also used to provide extra space for activities, if required.  They are less than ten minutes walking time from the Museum.  

· Toilet facilities.  There are 2 toilets at the Museum.   We provide hand washing facilities on site and there are several toilets available at both the Annexe and Baptist Church Rooms, on occasions when we are using these venues.

· Museum Shop.  We stock a range of low-priced items for children, mostly on a Roman theme.  Please state when booking if you wish the shop to be available to the children.  We can make up ‘goody bags’ in advance, of items of your choice, or to a certain value, if required.  

· Our Staff are all volunteers.  Our Education Team consists of a number of qualified teachers, qualified archaeologists and people who are experienced at and enjoy working with children.  Our staff undergo the current checks for people working with children.  
· Cameras/Smartphones.  You may wish to bring one or two cameras/phones with you to record the day’s activities!
· Mobile Phones. May we respectfully request that only one mobile phone is left switched on at each venue, for emergency use only (except when camera phones are in use).
· Visits to Schools. We can also bring most of our activities to your school, to save the cost of transport. Please ask for details.
· Loan Boxes.  We have devised 3 cross-curricular loan boxes, all on Roman themes: ‘Citizenship’, ‘Religion’ and ‘Health’.  They are designed to complement a visit to the Museum.  Each comprises a number of replica Roman objects, teachers’ notes, pictorial resources and suggested activities. We can also visit your school with the ‘Citizenship’ box and carry out a half-day of activities based on the box.  Please ask for details. 
· Our boxes were ‘highly commended’ in the ‘Inspiration Award’ category of the Northamptonshire Renaissance Heritage Awards 2008.  We have won a number of other national and regional awards for all aspects of our work – excavation, displays, activities, education and publication.

Liz Friendship-Taylor

Education Co-ordinator

01604 870312

07752 429911

dianaf-t@hotmail.com
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