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      Please note: we regret that we may not be able to accept any application received after Monday, 15th July
 1. NAME (Please print):
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2. ADDRESS:                                                      



             POSTCODE:
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3. TELEPHONE Nos.   DAY:

                  EVENING:

             MOBILE:
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4.  E-MAIL ADDRESS (Please write carefully):    
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5. AGE RANGE (Please tick as appropriate):  

Under 21 (        21 - 30 (        31 - 40 (         41 - 50 (       50 – 60 (        60 – 70 (       70+ ( 


6. OCCUPATION:


7. Please state dates you wish to attend:  from

                                      to

8. Do you belong to an archaeological society or similar group? 

YES ( 
NO (
If YES which one(s) 


9. ARCHAEOLOGICAL COURSES

Have you attended any courses in archaeology or related subjects?                               YES (          NO (
If YES please give brief details

Are you currently studying archaeology at undergraduate/post-graduate level?         YES (          NO (
If YES will attendance at the excavation fulfil part of your course requirements?          YES (
   NO (
Course Title:



               At which university?

Which year of your course starts in Autumn 2019?


10. SKILLS

Do you have any relevant special skills (e.g. drawing, surveying)? 
             YES (
NO (
If YES please indicate what they are.


11. ACCOMMODATION (Please tick one as appropriate).
(     I/we will be travelling daily from home   

(     I/we shall be camping:   ( tent / ( caravan
(     I/we will make my/our own accommodation arrangements   


12. FOOD
Mid-morning and afternoon refreshments are provided and lunch is available on site.

Are you likely to require lunches on site?                                                                            YES (           NO (
If ‘Yes’, you are not committing yourself to daily lunches, but we need to gain some idea of numbers in advance

Do you require a special diet (e.g. vegetarian, gluten free)?                                              YES (           NO (
Do you have any specific food allergies?    


                                             YES (           NO (
If YES please give details

In line with EU legislation (Dec. 2014), details of lunch Ingredients will be available on request

Evening meals are available from ‘The White Hart’ PH in Hackleton, ‘The Spread Eagle’ PH in Piddington; Chinese take-away van in Hackleton on Fridays and Sundays (6.00-9.30pm).  From time to time, we may provide barbecued meals on site, depending on demand/weather, etc.

13. TRAVEL

(a) I / we should like to be met at Northampton railway station.  
            YES (          NO (
(b) I / we should like to be met at Northampton bus station.                                          YES (          NO (
(c) I / we should like to be met at_____am / pm / at a time to be notified later. 

(d) I / we shall arrive by car at about______am / pm.

(e) Will you be bringing your own car? 



                                               YES (          NO ( 

*Please note that Hackleton & Piddington no longer have a bus service!*
Note: If you wish to be met at either the Railway or Bus Station please give at least 4 days’ notice of your time of arrival if possible



14. FEES & TROWEL ORDER

· Please enclose fee with this application. Cheques should be made payable to “UNAS”

· Bank details for direct transfer: Yorkshire Bank; Sort code: 05-06-33; A/C No: 41158587;
·  A/C name: Upper Nene Archaeological Society;  please quote ‘SE2019’ and your name

· (If payment is being sent via an overseas bank please indicate on this form).

· If coming from abroad you may be able to pay your fees on arrival. Please contact us (details below).
	DIGGING FEES

PRIVATE 

	_____ person(s) for 4 weeks @ £120 / person
	£.................

	
	 _____ person(s) for 3 weeks @ £105 / person
	£.................

	
	 _____ person(s) for 2 weeks @ £90 / person
	£.................

	
	_____  person(s)  for 1 week /part week @ £70/person 
	£.................

	CAMPING FEES
	4 weeks / tent /caravan  @  £80
	£.................

	
	3 weeks / tent  / caravan  @ £70
	£.................

	
	2 weeks / tent / caravan @  £60
	£.................

	
	1 week / part week / tent /caravan @  £35
	£.................

	WHS. TROWEL
(collect on arrival)
	I should like to purchase ____ trowels @ £15 each 
	£…..............

	      TOTAL PAYMENT
      (enclosed please, unless paying by BACS, or on arrival by arrangement)
	£.................


Digging fees help to defray running costs and include tea / coffee / biscuits.

N.B.: Except in certain circumstances, refunds will only be considered for cancellations received before 1st July and deductions will be made to cover any postage or bank charges that this may involve. 

15.         Signed:..........................................................................Date…………………………………………………………

  
Please return completed form and remittance by Monday, 15th July to:




Mrs M. Wells, 




36 Botley Road




Chesham




Bucks




HP5 1XG




Tel: 01494 772650  (INTERNATIONAL+44 1494 772650)




E-mail: digadmin@unas.org.uk



Website: www.unas.org.uk
Please note that we are currently unable to update the website

·  If you require a reply by post within the UK, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope (SAE)

·  For applicants in the EU requiring a reply by post, please enclose one International Reply Coupon (IRC); outside the EU, two IRC (where available)
·  Please note that except in certain circumstances, refunds will only be considered for cancellations received before 20th July and a deduction will be made to cover any postage and bank charges incurred, plus a handling charge of £5.


·  For volunteers from overseas - it is essential that you can speak good English. 

·  Please read the ‘Briefing Notes’ and ‘Further Information’ sections. If you have any further queries about the excavation itself, purchase of trowels, or accommodation, please contact Liz Friendship-Taylor, on (+44)01604 870312.

·  When your booking has been accepted, you will receive, by e-mail (or post, if requested):
·  Confirmation and an acknowledgement of your booking and fee;

·  details on how to find the site, including a password to access instructions on the website;

·  Mobile ‘phone contact details to advise us of last-minute changes to travel plans (e.g. train delays, etc), if you have requested a lift from Northampton Bus or Railway Stations; or in the event of getting lost in Piddington! – (it happens!). (Phone numbers also appear in the ‘Further Information’ section).

Please book by Monday, 22nd July. Members who do not require lunches may book up to Friday, 26th July, but we regret that we cannot accept any applications after this date.

1. NAME (Please print):

2. ADDRESS:                                                      



POSTCODE:




3. TELEPHONE Nos.   DAY:

                     EVENING:                                     MOBILE:


4.  E-MAIL ADDRESS (Please write carefully):

5. Please state dates you wish to attend:  from

         till


6. ARCHAEOLOGICAL COURSES

Have you attended any courses in archaeology or related subjects? 

          YES (    NO (
If YES which one(s)?

Are you currently studying archaeology at undergraduate/post-graduate level?                      YES (    NO (
If YES, will attendance at the excavation fulfil part of your course requirement?                      YES (   NO (
Course Title:



           At which university?

Which year of your course starts in Autumn 2019?


7. SKILLS

Do you have any relevant special skills (e.g. drawing, surveying)? 


   YES (   NO (
If YES please indicate what they are.


8. ACCOMMODATION (Please tick as appropriate).
(     I/we will be travelling daily from home   

(     I/we shall be camping: ( tent / ( caravan 
(     I/we will make my/our own accommodation arrangements   


9. FOOD
Mid-morning and afternoon refreshments are provided and lunch is available on site.

Are you likely to require lunches on site?                                                                                              YES (   NO (
By answering ‘Yes’, you are not committing yourself to daily lunches, but we 

need to have some idea of numbers in advance

Do you require a special diet (e.g. vegetarian, gluten free)?                                                                YES (   NO (
Do you have any specific food allergies?    


                                                               YES (   NO (
If YES please give details

In line with EU legislation (Dec. 2014), details of lunch Ingredients will be available on request

Evening meals are available from ‘The White Hart’ PH in Hackleton; ’The Spread Eagle’ PH in Piddington; Chinese take-away van in Hackleton on Fridays and Sundays. From time to time, we may provide barbecued meals on site, depending on demand/weather, etc

10. TRAVEL

(a) I / we should like to be met at Northampton railway station.  
                             YES (   NO (
(b) I / we should like to be met at Northampton bus station. 
                             YES (   NO (
(c) I / we should like to be met at_____am / pm / at a time to be notified later. 

(d) I / we shall arrive by car at about______am / pm.

(e) Will you be bringing your own car? 



                                                               YES (   NO ( 

*Please note that Hackleton & Piddington no longer have a bus service!*
Note: If you wish to be met at either the Railway or Bus Station please give at least 4 days’ notice of your time of arrival if possible



11. FEES & TROWEL ORDER

· Please enclose fee with this application. Cheques should be made payable to “UNAS”

· Bank details for direct transfer: Yorkshire Bank; Sort code: 05-06-33; A/C No: 41158587;
·  A/C name: Upper Nene Archaeological Society;  please quote ‘SE2018’ and your name

· (If payment is being sent via an overseas bank please indicate on this form).

· If coming from abroad you may be able to pay your fees on arrival. Please contact us (details below).
· (Please note that these reduced rates apply only to members with fully paid subscriptions)

	DIGGING FEES

PRIVATE 

	_____ person(s) for 4 weeks @ £100/ person
	£.................

	
	_____ person(s) for 3 weeks @ £85/ person
	£.................

	
	_____ person(s) for 2 weeks @ £75 / person
	£.................

	
	_____   person(s) for 1 week @ £60/ person
	£.................

	
	_____  person(s) per day @ £15.00 (max.3 days pw)
	£.................

	CAMPING FEES
	4 weeks / tent  / caravan   £70
	£.................

	
	3 weeks / tent / caravan    £60
	£.................

	
	2 weeks / tent / caravan    £50
	£.................

	
	1 week / tent  /caravan    £40
Per night / tent  £10
	£.................

£.................

	WHS TROWEL
(collect on arrival)
	…… trowels @ £15 each 
	£.................

	                TOTAL PAYMENT
	£.................






.










12. Signed:



   


Date:


N.B.: Except in certain circumstances, refunds will only be considered for cancellations received before 1st July and deductions will be made to cover any postage or bank charges that this may involve. 

Please return by 22nd July to:




Mrs M. Wells, 




36 Botley Road




Chesham




Bucks




HP5 1XG



Tel: 01494 772650  (INTERNATIONAL+44 1494 772650)




digadmin@unas.org.uk



www.unas.org.uk 
Please note that we are currently unable to update the website

·  If you require a reply by post within the UK, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope   (SAE)

·  For applicants in the EU requiring a reply by post, please enclose one International Reply Coupon (IRC); outside the EU, two IRC (where available)
·  Please note that, except in certain circumstances, refunds will only be considered for cancellations received before 20th July and a deduction will be made to cover any postage and  bank charges incurred, plus  a handling charge of £5.


·  For volunteers from overseas - it is essential that you can speak good English. 

·  Please read the ‘Briefing Notes’ and ‘Further Information’ sections. If you have any further queries about the excavation itself, purchase of trowels, or accommodation, please contact Liz or Roy Friendship-Taylor, on (+44)01604 870312.

·  When your booking has been accepted, you will receive, by e-mail (or post, if requested): 
·  Confirmation and an acknowledgement of your booking and fee;

·  details on how to find the site, including a password to access instructions on the website;

·  mobile ‘phone contact details to advise us of last-minute changes to travel plans (e.g. train delays, etc), if you have requested a lift from Northampton Bus or Railway Stations;  or in the event of getting lost in Piddington! (Phone numbers also appear in the ‘Further Information’ section).


Piddington Romano-British Villa

Summer Excavation
Sat, 27th July – Sunday, 25th August 2019
Briefing Notes

Background

PRIVATE 
Excavation of this large villa complex and underlying late Iron Age settlement, 6 miles south-east of Northampton, has been conducted by the Upper Nene Archaeological Society on a part time basis since 1979. Although this is a long-term project, it is also a rescue excavation, as much of the site is ploughed annually and part of the site is very close to the surface, except for an area now taken out of cultivation. It is only through the kind co-operation of the farmer that damage is being minimised in the short term. Excavation is carried out for 10 days at Easter, the month of August; and on occasional other days.

Archaeological Overview

The vicinity of the Villa had been occupied from the early prehistoric periods, with few interruptions, characterized by scatters of worked flints and a Bronze Age flint-knapping area.

Structural evidence of occupation dates from the late Iron Age, about 50 BC, with a high status settlement of circular buildings. There is a Conquest-period fort in the field next to the villa.  A proto-villa was constructed from  c AD 70, followed by a simple cottage type villa, which became, from the 2nd century, an increasingly large and pretentious villa, of winged corridor type. A 2nd century well is probably the largest diameter stone-lined well in Roman Britain and has produced a wealth of environmental and other evidence. At the end of the 3rd century, villa life came to an abrupt end, much of the building was deliberately dismantled and a ‘village’ type community was established, continuing at least until the end of the fourth century. 

There is also evidence for early Saxon activity, including at least four burials, a possible dwelling and a small quantity of pottery. Occupation on this site ceased altogether sometime in the early 5th century.

2019  Project Brief

The main focus of excavation will continue on the square Romano-British walled enclosure/aisled barn associated with the villa, possibly used for stabling horses, which appeared on a resistivity survey. 

The project includes investigation of the total surrounding landscape, (fieldwalking and geophysical surveying, etc.) and specialists within and without the Society are concentrating on various aspects of post-excavation work.

Museum

The Society established a museum and research facility (with the aid of Heritage Lottery funding) in a redundant Wesleyan Chapel in Piddington, which opened to the public in 2004 to store the archive and interpret and display the results of the many years of excavation on the villa site at Piddington.  Post-excavation work continues on a regular basis all year round. The Museum is ‘Accredited’ with Arts Council England, and offers an education service to schools and other groups.  The Society has won a number of prestigious regional and national awards for its work at Piddington, the Museum, publications and educational work.

The Society’s publications are available from the Museum; also T-shirts, polo shirts, sweatshirts, etc.

Summer Excavation

While the Summer Excavation is not designated a "training excavation", we do welcome beginners, to whom we give guidance on basic techniques of excavation and finds processing etc. There will be opportunities to gain experience in a range of aspects of the excavation process, e.g. processing finds, site drawing, etc. We regularly take students who are fulfilling course fieldwork requirements. We will endeavour to provide relevant experience within the current framework of the excavation. The site can also provide topics for degree dissertations and theses for higher degrees using the vast archive of 

resources gained from the excavations. We have drawn up a list of suggested topics, available on request.

The excavation is conducted to exacting scientific standards, but we are sure you will find that there is a very friendly atmosphere and it will provide an ideal special interest working holiday. 

Participants require a 4-inch (100mm) mason's pointing trowel (preferably a Spear and Jackson "WHS" trowel, with the blade and tang forged in one piece), which the Society can supply (see application form for ordering details). 

Amenities

A campsite, with basic toilet and drinking –quality water facilities, is available, but participants must supply their own tents and all camping equipment. If travelling from abroad, we may be able to provide some equipment. Lunches are provided on site, at very reasonable cost. Special dietary needs and preferences can be catered for (e.g. vegetarians, gluten free). Evening meals are available at local pubs. A Chinese takeaway van (excellent food!) comes to Hackleton (1 mile from site) on Sunday and Friday evenings, 6.00 – 9.30pm. On occasional evenings, barbecued meals may be prepared on site.

There is a well-stocked general stores and Post Office in Hackleton (open Monday-Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm; Saturday: 7.00am – 7.00pm and Sunday: 7.30 am – 1.00pm).

A small Co-Op supermarket, with external cash point, is at Wootton Fields, about 3½ miles away; it opens from 7.00am – 10.00pm 7 days per week. A variety of large supermarkets are 4-6 miles away. Tesco’s Mereway is close to Danes Camp Leisure, which has swimming and shower facilities. 

Travel

The nearest railway station is Northampton. Please note that there is now no bus service to Hackleton or Piddington from any direction.  Lifts can be arranged from Northampton on the days of your arrival and departure.  (Please ring Roy/Liz on 01604 870312). The site is convenient to M1 Junction 15 or 15A (about 6 miles) or, if travelling from the south, Junction 14 at Newport Pagnell (11 miles from the site).

Site fees

Please note that the fee payable is a contribution to the day to day running costs of the site and also includes morning and afternoon tea, coffee and biscuits and tea/coffee at lunchtime, but does not include any payment for meals.

Booking

Please complete and return your application form, along with payment and any other details you feel may be relevant to your application, to this address:-

Mrs M. Wells, 

36 Botley Road

Chesham

Bucks

HP5 1XG





United Kingdom

Tel:   01494 772650
(INTERNATIONAL +44 1494 772650)  

e-mail: digadmin@unas.org.uk or piddington.museum@tiscali.co.uk 

website: http://www.unas.org.uk  
· Please note that we are currently unable to update the website

· Please note the closing date for applications


Piddington Romano-British Villa Summer Excavation

27th July – 25th August 2019
Further Information
Below are some further details about the Summer Excavation. We have found from experience that people appreciate having detailed information about the general running of the excavation, in advance. Some of this information has been given before but for convenience of reference, is included here. 

Please take a few minutes to read the pack of information you will receive on arrival – re health and safety, fire procedures, etc.
What you should bring with you
Each participant will need a 4" mason's pointing trowel, preferably a Spear & Jackson 'WHS' trowel, or similar, which has the blade and tang forged in one piece and is virtually indestructible. We can supply these at £15 each. Please indicate as soon as possible if you would like to buy one from the Society, if you have not already done so. After the start of the excavation, we may not be able to obtain further supplies. Welded or riveted trowels are cheaper but are a false economy, as they almost invariably break. Kneelers are provided, but you may wish to bring your own, plus gloves: gardening gloves are ideal and we have a supply of these, of varying styles and prices. All other excavation equipment will be provided.

Warm waterproof clothing and footwear is essential. If possible, please wear boots or shoes with the minimum of pattern on the soles, as pronounced tread may damage the site when damp. At the Director’s or a Supervisor’s discretion, people may not be allowed on site if their footwear is considered unsuitable on health and safety grounds (e.g. 'flip-flops' or bare feet). We recommend that everyone brings some head protection - against the sun (preferably a wide brimmed hat if you wish to protect neck and shoulders too). We also strongly recommend that you bring a high factor sunscreen lotion: some areas of the site have no natural shade from the sun.
We recommend that you are covered by a current anti-tetanus injection.

The site is situated in a field, usually with a ripening crop (usually wheat or oil-seed rape), which may be harvested during the excavation, creating a fair amount of dust. We strongly advise people with asthma or other respiratory problems to bring appropriate medication with them.

Travel

Except in extreme wet weather, it is easy to drive right up to the site. If very wet, you can park near the church and walk down the field track to the site (½ - mile). If you are arriving in Northampton by coach or train we can meet you (Route 3 buses to Piddington/Hackleton run about every hour, but not beyond early evening either way). If arriving by train, there is a bus stop close to the station. Please let us know your estimated time of arrival as soon as possible.  We appreciate this may not be possible if you are travelling from abroad. The nearest houses to the site next to the field track have the postcode NN7 2DF and the nearby Parish Church is at NN7 2DE. Once we have confirmed your place on the excavation, we will send you a password to access details of the site’s location on the website.  

Messages may be left on our answer phone (Roy & Liz: 01604 870312) or mobile (Liz: 07752 429911 or Roy: 07751 012152) at any time. Please state clearly whether you wish to be met at the bus/coach station or railway station! If you are delayed please contact us if you can. If arriving at Northampton Railway Station please wait for your lift at the top of the stairs at the main entrance. The   bus/coach station has recently been rebuilt, at a different location.  If you wish to be collected from the Bus Station, we will arrange a meeting-up point near the time. The person meeting you (often Liz Friendship-Taylor) will probably be wearing a “UNAS” T-shirt or sweatshirt! Occasionally we may be a little late in meeting you. This can occur if other arrivals have been late. Don’t panic - we will collect you as soon as possible!

If you are not able to come to the excavation for any reason, please let us know as soon as you can.

The start of the excavation
Friday, 27th July will be spent in preparation, and, to some extent, the following day, depending on when equipment is delivered; settling into accommodation, campsite, etc. and digging may be limited until Sunday. We will have the kettle on, but please make your own arrangements for lunch until Sunday. 

Site practices
Excavation begins at 9.30 am each day, or earlier if a supervisor is on the site. There will be short breaks for morning and afternoon refreshments and a longer period for lunch. Excavation finishes each day at about 5.00pm.

If you have any health problems, physical or mental, or special needs, which might prevent you from taking part in the full range of normal site activities, or which mean that you need extra support, please let us know. This is in your own interest and will be treated as confidential, on a strictly ‘need to know’ basis.  

Excavation continues on site 6 days a week, with Wednesday being a free day (no lunches available). Only Supervisors and experienced diggers not requiring supervision (at the Directors’ or Supervisors’ discretion) will be on site (optionally) on Wednesdays. Saturdays and Sundays are normal digging days. You may need to take this into consideration if you are committed to completing a prescribed number of days to meet course requirements.

If you need to take other time off, please just let us know in advance in the interest of keeping the site running smoothly. As part of a team we shall be depending on your presence, unless we know in advance that you will be absent.

It is hoped that people will be willing to share various day-to-day tasks, from time to time, as part of a team. An 'off-site manager' will be responsible for organizing the non-archaeological aspects of the excavation.  

Meals
People camping will need to provide their own breakfasts. Lunches will be available for approximately £4.00 for the main course and approx. £1.00 for the dessert, and will include tea or coffee. Provision is made for vegetarians and others who prefer a modified diet (prior request please). Snack foods, fruit and canned drinks are also available. Occasional barbecues on site may be provided at cost price. Cutlery, plates and cups will be provided. 

Camping & Caravanning
The campsite is beside the site, where flushing chemical toilets and fresh drinking quality water are available. Campers provide their own tents and all other equipment, but if you are travelling from abroad, we may be able to provide certain items for your use – please ask in advance. Limited space will 

be available for caravans booked in advance. Showers and swimming facilities are available at ‘Danes Camp’ Leisure Centre (next door to a large Tesco’s), about 5 miles from the site.   People with cars will usually be pleased to offer lifts on a regular basis.

First Aid
A comprehensive first aid kit is kept on site in the Finds Department.  There will usually be at least one qualified First Aider on site. At other times, there will be a named person on site responsible for dealing with minor injuries. Site supervisors will carry sting relief medication with them on site. You may, however, find it useful to bring some sticking plasters with you.  

Insurance
All participants are automatically covered by the Society's insurance. A copy of the policy will be available for reference on the site on request. 

*Please note the following:

* The Society has a ‘zero tolerance’ policy on the taking of illegal substances. If anyone is known to be in possession of, or is using such substances, on the site, in its environs (e.g. the camp site), in the museum or its precincts, or in any situation where they may be associated with the Society’s excavation, they will be asked to leave instantly. In these circumstances, there will be no refund of fees.

*Please respect the wishes of some of the team to go to sleep at a reasonably early hour – please keep noise to an absolute minimum after 11.00 pm.

*Please...no MP3 players, radios or similar music gadgetry on the excavation while work is in progress. It can make communication very difficult!

*Strictly no smoking in the site caravan, communal tent or toilets.  Smokers are requested to dispose of cigarette ends responsibly please.

* Due to the fire risk to crops and tents, no open fires (apart from camping gas stoves and the official barbecue) are allowed anywhere! Users of gas stoves are expected to apply common sense!

* No cooking in the communal tents, with any open flame equipment please, unless authorized and supervised by a Site Director, campsite manager, a site supervisor, or a member of the catering team.

*When visiting local pubs, please be mindful of the good relations we have with the local community!

Piddington Romano-British Villa Summer Excavation


Sat, 27th July – Sun, 25th August 2019





APPLICATION FORM (Non-Members)
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Piddington Romano-British Villa Summer Excavation


Sat, 27th July – Sun, 25th August 2018


MEMBERS APPLICATION FORM 


    (Please note: to qualify for reduced members’ rates you must have been a UNAS member


    for at least 6 months before applying, or be up-to-date with subs payments)
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